
 
 
 
FLWEMS Paramedics Adult Protocol for the Management of: 
ADULT MEDICAL CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 
 
 
Code Blue 
Cardiopulmonary arrest (Non-traumatic source). 
 
Class I 
Life threatening illness and/or unstable vital signs. 
 

1. Unstable airway and/or respiratory distress (i.e. acute pulmonary edema, unconscious patient, 
recently required intubation, etc.).  Patient requires ventilatory support and aggressive oxygenation 
(oxygen saturation’s <80% via pulse oximetry). 
 
2. Circulatory instability. 

 
a. Clinical signs and symptoms of shock. 
 
b. Symptomatic hypotension < 90 systolic. 
 
c. Unstable/symptomatic cardiac rhythms. 
 
d. Acute ST segment elevation(s). 
 
e. Status-post arrest. 
 
f. Symptomatic vascular disorder. (i.e. dissecting aneurysm). 

 
 3. GCS < 8 (i.e. acute mental status changes, status epilepticus). 

 
Class II 
Potentially life threatening illness but vital signs presently stable. 

 
1. Controlled pulmonary disease. 
 
2. Controlled/decreasing chest pain. 
 
3. Controlled acute cardiac dysrhythmias. 
 
4. Status-post new onset seizures. 
 
5. Vascular disorders. 
 
6. Thrombolytic therapy. 
 
7. Previously Class I patient who has been stabilized with treatment. 
 
8. GCS = 9-12. 

 
Class III 
No obvious life threatening illness and vital signs stable.  
 
CAIRA/Chemical Surety Considerations 
None 
 
Triage Considerations 
Refer to S.T.A.R.T. Triage Protocol 
 

END OF SOP – NOTHING FOLLOWS 
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